Editor. . 


Sensitivities 


Dear Editor: * gets 
“In a recent Bont page 
article published in -The - 
Clarion, an attempt was- 
made to look at children 
‘with environmental 
sensitivities, and the CBE’s 
response. to these com- 
plaints. .In ‘the. article, 


Derek Walter, chairman of . 


the board, is quoted as 

saying, “fone “has to 
_remember that. we’re 

dealing with an extremely 
‘limited number of 
_ students.” Alas if this were 
_ only the case. 


‘The Clarion’ appreciates © your . letters ‘to’ the » 
In ‘order to be published, your letter must 
have a signature, full-address and phone number. ° © 
soo» While it may betruethat - 
j .there may appear to be a 
‘few -complaints ‘that: 


. sensitivities. 


*“actually reach the board, 
the number of ‘students 


‘that ‘actually suffer from 


“environmental sensitivities 
“is probably greater than 30 
‘per cent of -the entire 

_population.:.This is 

-certainly not an insignifi- 
gant number, =“: 

Environmental sensitivi- 
ties cover a range that 


‘would include everything 


-from hay fever to allergies, 
‘to asthma, to more serious 
‘and often life threatening 
‘Should you 
ask any allergist, it would 


are, however a great deal of 


|” group ‘(The CBE) :who 
‘could be. more sage in its 


; chosen to look at environ- 


“case by case basis, rather ; 


similar to arguments that 


be unlikely that he would that environmental | 
“deny the paramount - sensitivities will more than | 


importance of clean air in likely follow -us for life. . 


the school environment. ° 
Do. the schools provide - become a sad tragedy. « 
an environment ‘that -is 
both safe and health 
‘some degree they do.’ 


tion .of "who is actually 
“responsible. for legislating 
“air “quality: and ‘the 
environment that you send . 


contradictions “from 


interpretation “of “what ° your child. to every “day. © 


environmental - sensitivi- © =/The CBE can attempt to 


‘ties are and how they are ©. ‘pass off responsibility but 
affecting -the .student » 


>it must also recognize that 


population. .-: : 
Firstly,’ the. ‘CBE “ha 


‘mental ‘sensitivities on a - 
than .a global problem, : 


Indeed, this is somewhat 
te small number of 


Of course ,,the . “big 
He «problem is always money, | 
ere “and the catch 22 proposi- ¢ 


were raised about. second ~ 


hand smoke 20 and 30° 
years ago. Environmental 


problems are not defini- : 


tional problems :..° they. . 


-affect everyone. In fact at © 


Jockvale Public . School, © 


~ students is counter to more 
* revealing 
“continually suggest that all 
of us could benefit from 
“cleaner. air including the 
environmentally . “sensitive 


statistics —-that - 


* Developed early, they | can i. 


Jha. 


ings 
wie eae 


under the strict definition 


several teachers “have _ of the CBE. Fortunately i 
‘suffered “from “chronic ~ for all of- us, this is an 
fatigue —.syndrome .-and — “election yearl oOo 


” Jasthma, both of which can . 
-be caused by environ- * 


Karl K: “Gildner 


mental sensitivities. For > 


the past few years there has © = Nepean 
been some ‘serious a 
questions about air quality - | 


- within the primary wing *, 


fat > 
"parents are aware that air | 


and some of the portables i 
‘the school. “While = 


j 


quality tests have been | 


‘done at this school, the 


y 
| 
results have ‘never ‘been | 
made available to either | 


teachers or the parents or. 


parent groups that have © 


“requested them. 


Secondly, eedical 


“science has recognized for 


' years that a child’s cardio- . 


i 


vascular system ‘cannot 


‘withstand what an adult’s 


cardio-vascular system 
can.:.According to the | 
~ Canadian Cancer Society, 
second hand smoke is 17 
times more lethal toa child 
than to anadult. If this isin 
fact the case, what about 
polluted air? Science has 
yet to qualify or quantify 


this for us, but it has noted 


